BULGARIA - BG

Jurisdiction - General Information

Bulgaria has been a Contracting Party to the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property
since June 13, 1921. It has also been a Contracting Party to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) since

May 21, 1984. In addition, it is a party to the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the

Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure.

Bulgaria is also a member of the European Patent Organization (EPO) and belongs to the “European
patents with unitary effect” system, started on June 1, 2023, which provides a unitary effect for an
European patent (EP) granted in 17 of the 27 European Union member countries (updated January
2024).

More legal information about intellectual property-related laws and regulations of Bulgaria can be found
on WIPO Lex.

Online Patent Register and Online Gazette

Bulgaria has an Online Register for patents, another for validated EP patents accessible at this link, one
for utility models available at this link, and one on Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs)
accessible at the following link. Bulgaria also has an Online Gazette.

Features and search functionalities
The Online Register has a Bulgarian and an English interface.

Through the Online Register you can search patents, utility models and SPC registers and retrieve
information about the Fee Payment and Legal Status.

The Online Register can also be searched by Applicant/Inventor Name and by Priority Data.

The Online Gazette is published twice per month in Bulgarian as Electronic Journal (BPO) since October
2017, with an index in English. This edition as well as the previous Official Bulletin (OB) is searchable and
downloadable in PDF format from the BPO link or from the OB link starting from 2009.

European patents designating Bulgaria (when there is a publication in the Official Gazette for the filed
Bulgarian translation) can be searched in the National Register of the European patents or in the
European Patent Register.



https://www.epo.org/en
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/members/profile/BG
https://portal.bpo.bg/web/guest/bpo_online/-/bpo/patent-search
https://portal.bpo.bg/web/guest/bpo_online/-/bpo/epo_patent-search
https://portal.bpo.bg/web/guest/bpo_online/-/bpo/utility-model-search
https://portal.bpo.bg/web/guest/bpo_online/-/bpo/spc-search
https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/
https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/
https://www.bpo.bg/en/publikacii/bulletin
https://register.epo.org/advancedSearch?lng=en

Additional Information

Particularities of patent protection in Bulgaria

Search tips
A search can be made among patents, utility models, SPCs and European Patents by selecting the
respective register icon.

Legal Status information is displayed (in Bulgarian or in English), e.g. Terminated for non-payment of
annual fees for patent no.“66419” as well as the indication of the latest annual fee paid.

The Full Publication is available apparently for the recent publications only, and can be downloaded by
choosing and clicking on the “Document type” preferred (kind of publication are reported in Bulgarian
but can be identified by the Kind Code A1, B1, etc).



